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MARK AUSTIN NAMED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF COASTAL COMMUNITIES NETWORK

CCN Chair Kevin Quinlan Anticipates Renewed Community Connections

For Immediate Release  

New Glasgow, NS, 24 January 2011 – The Coastal Communities Network, a province-wide organization that has worked with rural and coastal communities in Nova Scotia on issues of economic, social, and environmental sustainability since 1992, today announced the appointment of Mark Austin as it new Executive Director.  Mr. Austin brings to the Network a passion for rural living and 25 years of experience in community development and social policy.  

A recent resident of Old Barns, he has lived on both the Eastern and South shores of the province and operates a wild blueberry farm near Collingwood in Cumberland County.  Mr. Austin will succeed Ishbel Munro, who recently became Program Director of the Tatamagouche Centre.   

“There are plenty of challenges facing rural and coastal Nova Scotians these days; but new ways of connecting and building community are also out there.  The Board was particularly impressed by Mark’s creative energy and commitment to our Members’ needs,” said Kevin Quinlan, Chair CCN’s Board of Directors.  “He has proven ability to work at the policy, organizational, and community levels.”

Mr. Austin has served on the Board of the Coastal Communities Network over the past year.  His diverse career has included community organizing, university teaching, film production, federal political candidacy, farming, and policy consulting.  Most recently he has served as Sustainability Coordinator for the Town of Truro.  A long-time community volunteer, Mr. Austin has been an active member of numerous non-profit organizations working on issues such as mental health rights, international development, food and farming, environment, and poverty elimination.  He holds a Masters degree in International Humanitarian Law from the University of Strasbourg, France.
“CCN has done some inspiring work in rural Nova Scotia over the past two decades,” says Austin.  “We need to work harder than ever to build resilient local economies and vibrant communities.  Our Network is here to serve rural and coastal Nova Scotians.  I look forward to collaborating with communities and all levels of government working towards these goals, including the new Provincial Department of Communities, Culture, and Heritage.”
About the Coastal Communities Network:

The Coastal Communities Network (CCN) is a non-profit organization founded in 1992 comprised of member groups including community economic development agencies, fishing representatives (harvesters and processors), agricultural associations, First Nations, African Nova Scotians, municipalities, church and community organizations, unions, women’s resource centres, universities, and other networking organizations.  The primary concerns of CCN are the social and economic well-being and sustainability of coastal and rural Nova Scotia.  The Network emphasizes communication, education, dialogue, and issue identification, while focusing on the development of specific strategies and tools to be used by communities in addressing their concerns.
For more information on CCN, please visit: http://www.coastalcommunities.ns.ca/main.php 

Contact: Dr. Kevin Quinlan, Chair – 902-893-5368, kevin.quinlan@nscc.ca
Contact: Mark Austin, Executive Director – 902 956 9484, m.austin@xplornet.com 
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Mark Austin, CCN Executive Director
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